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	STANDING RESOLUTIONS

ECUMENICAL RELATIONSHIPS (SRER)


	SRER 1. THE COVENANT (SR24)


	That the Church of the Province of New Zealand do enter into the Covenant between the Associated Churches of Christ in New Zealand, the Church of the Province of New Zealand, the Congregational Union of New Zealand, the Methodist Church of New Zealand and the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand as contained in the 12th Report of the Joint Commission on Church Union. [1980] 

	
SRER 2. AGREEMENT TO COOPERATE WITH OTHER
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES (SR25)


	“Whereas this Church entered into an Act of Commitment in 1967 with the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, the Methodist Church of New Zealand and the Associated Churches of Christ and the Congregational Union in New Zealand;

		And in 1986 accepted the principle of Unity by Stages (as recorded in preamble 17 of the Constitution / te Pouhere 1992);

		And the cooperative local ministry and mission units with these churches are governed for their administration by the Guide to Procedures in Cooperating Ventures (called “the Guide”);

	That this General Synod declares that it shall be lawful for any Diocesan Synod or Hui Amorangi to authorise its Standing Committee or Amorangi Whāiti to enter into agreements to form co-operating local ministry and mission units or co-operating ventures and such agreements shall be based on the Guide as shall be approved on behalf of General Synod from time to time.

	The guide and the rules for Co-operating local ministry and mission units shall be approved on behalf of this Church by the following principles and procedures:-

	
	a.   
	That amendments to the Guide shall be considered endorsed and approved by the General Synod / te Hīnota Whānui Standing Committee (because the issues can affect the whole Church, and may include matters of doctrine and order and they may also impact on the Māori and Pasefika parts of other Churches).

	
	b. 
	That the method of approval of the Guide for Anglican members of the Forum of Cooperative Ventures Standing Committee1 shall be by referral from their meeting to both the Chair of the Tikanga Pākēha  Ecumenical Group and to the Council for Ecumenism then referral by them with any recommendations to the Inter Diocesan Conference Coordinating Group, and then referral with any recommendations to the Standing Committee of the General Synod / te  Hīnota Whānui for decision.
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	c. 
	That where any Diocesan Synod or Hui Amorangi authorises its Standing Committee or Runanga Whāiti to enter into an agreement to cooperate with other Christian Churches the agreement reached shall first have been approved by the General Synod / te Hīnota Whānui or its Standing Committee.”

	
	d. 
	That the Council on Ecumenism explore with the Executive of the Forum of Co-operative Ventures1 a mandate for Episcopal Units to develop bilateral agreements with the appropriate Church Courts of our negotiating Church partners to provide shared governance of Co-operative Venture’s in areas where the existing Joint Regional Committee structures have effectively broken down.  [2004]
1.  [The New title is the Standing Committee of Uniting Congregations of Aotearoa, New Zealand].

	
SRER 3. ECUMENICAL CO-OPERATION (SR38)


	While acknowledging that attitudes to ecumenism within and beyond this Church are at present such as to make the achievement of organic union with the other churches in the near future unlikely, the General Synod / te Hīnota Whānui reaffirms its adherence to the act of Commitment 1967, and as a sign of its commitment to the wider search for the unity of the church in its mission to the world, encourages joint worship and ecumenical co-operation, especially in the areas of evangelism, social service and social transformation, and in accordance with its "Unity by Stages" programme. [1992]
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